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Summary of Faculty Senate Meeting 11/26/01 
CALL TO ORDER 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Motion to approve the minutes of the 10/22/01 and 11/12/01 
meetings as corrected by Senator Christensen; second by 
Senator Romanin. Motion passed. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. Call for Press Identification 
Terry Hudson from the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier was 
present. 
2. Comments from Chair Power 
Chair Power noted that the Faculty Senate Office has moved 
to CAC 262. Also, that there will be no Board of RegentOs 
meeting in December. 
3. Comments from Faculty Chair, Melissa Heston 
Dr. Heston noted that the Constitution Committee will meet 
January 14, 2002 to look at the revisions that were recently 
recommended by the Faculty Senate. 
4. Comments from Provost Podolefsky 
Provost Podolefsky state that he had received an e - mail from 
President Koob as to the Faculty SenateOs feelings on the 
taser issue. It was decided that a straw poll will be taken 
under New Business. 
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING 
791 Emeritus status for Dennis L. Remmert, School of 
Health, 
Physical Education and Leisure Services. 
Motion to docket in regular order as item #703 by Senator 
Herndon; second by Senator Treiber. Motion passed. 
792 Approve recommendation for name change for the General 
Education Program 
Motion to docket in regular order as item #704 by Senator 
Varzavand; second by Senator Ogbondah. Motion passed. 
793 Receive report from the Education Policies Commission 
concerning the phraseology in the schedule of classes 
relating to the use of the Final exam period 
Motion to docket in regular order as item #705 by Senator 
Kirmani; second by Senator Kashef. Motion passed. 
NEW BUSINESS 
A straw poll was taken to determine the Faculty Senate6s 
feeling on the taser issue. Results indicated one senator 
supporting the issue, eight senator6s opposing the issue, 
and four senator6s neutral on the taser issue. 
OLD BUSINESS 
CONSIDERATION OF DOCKETED ITEMS 
703 Emeritus status for Dennis L. Remmert, School of 
Health, 
Physical Education and Leisure Services 
Motion to approve by Senator Herndon, second by Senator 
Kashef. Motion passed. 
704 Approve recommendation for name change for the General 
Education Program 
Motion to approve by Senator Romanin; second by Senator van 
Wormer. 
Discussion followed in which co-chairs of the General 
Education Committee, Scott Cawelti and Beverly Kopper, 
recounted the steps the committee went through to select an 
name change for the Faculty Senate6s approval 
Motion passed. 
705 Receive report form the Education Policies Commission 
concerning the phraseology in the schedule of classes 
relating to the use of the Final exam period 
After some discussion, motion to receive the report by 
Senator Romanin; second by Senator Zaman. Motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn by Senator Zaman; second by Senator 
Varzavand. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:01p.m. 
DRAFT FOR SENATOROS REVIEW 
MINUTES OF THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE MEETING -
11/26/01 
1571 
PRESENT: Karen Couch Breitbach, David Christensen, Cindy 
Herndon, Melissa Heston, Ali Kashef, Syed Kirmani, Susan 
Moore, Chris Ogbondah, Aaron Podolefsky, Dan Power, Tom 
Romanin, Laura Terlip, Kay Treiber, Dhirendra Vajpeyi, 
Katherine van Wormer, Shahram Varzavand, Donna Vinton, Mir 
Zaman. 
ABSENT: Kenneth Basom, Gayle Pohl and Richard Utz. 
CALL TO ORDER: Chair Power called the Senate to order at 
3:17p.m. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion to approve the minutes of the 10/22/01 and 11/12/01 
meetings as corrected by Senator Christensen; second by 
Senator Romanin. Motion passed. 
Call for Press Identification 
Terry Hudson from the Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier was 
present. 
Comments from Chair Power 
Chair Power noted that the Faculty Senate has a new office, 
CAC 262. He stated that he thought this would be a better 
facility for the Senate. Dena has been cleaning out the 
files and getting the office organized. HeOs hoping to be 
completely settled by the first of the year. This will be 
better for Dena6s department, and better for the Senate; 
itOs just down the hall from Dena6s office and she should be 
better able to keep track of both tasks better. We will be 
putting a phone in and hopefully a computer. We thank the 
Provost for arranging for the new office. 
He also noted that the Board of Regent6s will not be meeting 
in December. 
Comments from Faculty Chair 
Dr. Heston commented that there is a tentative date to meet 
with the Constitution 
that were recommended 
Senate in the Spring. 
was the earliest that 
calendar. 
Committee to look at the revisions 
so that it can be brought back to the 
That date is January 14, 2002. That 
it could be scheduled on everyone6s 
Comments from Provost Podolefsky 
Provost Podolefsky noted that nothing new has happened in 
Des Moines that we should be aware of. 
He did state that he received an E-mail from President Koob 
asking if he was aware if either the United Faculty or the 
Senate is going to weigh-in one way or the other on the 
taser question. He noted that Dave Zarifis, Public Safety 
Director, did make a presentation to the Faculty Senate and 
he is curious as to the Senate6s feeling on this matter. He 
is unsure how to go about this as it is not a docketed item 
on the agenda and is unaware of an appropriate mechanism for 
him to take back to the President a sentiment from the 
Senate, or whether the Senate would not like to have a 
sentiment expressed on this issue, or if this is an 
appropriate comment for the Senate to make. 
Chair Power asked how quickly the President needed the 
feedback. The Provost responded that he did not know. 
Chair Power noted that it would be appropriate if people 
wanted to make a few brief comments. 
Senator Romanin noted that Chair Power had left it after the 
presentation that if at a future meeting, a senator wished 
to make a motion one way or the other, they could. Barring 
that, we had the presentation, received the advisory, and 
that was satisfactory at that time. He assumed that was 
where we were, not seeing it on the Docket for two meetings. 
Chair Power responded that no Senator had brought it to his 
attention. He read from the minutes of that meeting, 
October 22, 2001, OChair Power noted that the Senate cannot 
take any action on this because it is not a docketed item, 
nor has the Senate been requested to vote on this issue.6 
Provost Podolefsky commented that it would be fine with the 
President and himself if the Senate wants to not comment. 
He just doesn6t want to go forward and assume that lack of 
comment on the Senate6s part is an indication one way or the 
other. 
Senator van Wormer stated that she thought the Senate should 
comment. ItOs been mentioned in the newspaper that the 
faculty will be asked. Discussion followed as to how best 
determine the Senate6s feeling on this issue. 
The Provost questioned if a straw poll could be taken. 
Chair Power noted that he preferred to do that in New 
Business but it will not be a formal motion. He also noted 
that the President can request that the Senate docket it if 
he wants a formal vote from the Senate. 
CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR ITEMS FOR DOCKETING 
791 Emeritus status for Dennis L. Remmert, School of 
Health, 
Physical Education and Leisure Services. 
Motion to docket in regular order as item 703 by Senator 
Herndon; second by Senator Treiber. Motion passed. 
792 Approve recommendation for name change for the General 
Education Program 
Motion to docket in regular order as item 704 by Senator 
Varzavand; second by Senator Ogbondah. Motion passed. 
793 Receive report from the Education Policies Commission 
concerning the phraseology in the schedule of classes 
relating to the use of the Final exam period 
Motion to docket in regular order at item 705 by Senator 
Kirmani; second Senator Kashef. Motion passed. 
New Business 
Chair Power stated that this would be an appropriate time 
for the Provost to ask for an informal straw poll on tasers. 
Senator van Wormer asked if there could be some discussion. 
Discussion follow on the taser issue. Senator van Wormer 
noted that she had not said anything at the presentation as 
it was an informational presentation. She does have some 
strong reservations about introducing what is essentially a 
weapon; it looks exactly like a gun, a stun gun but it is 
something that can be fired at a distance. It is her 
feeling that if someone were armed on the campus and a 
public safety officer pulled out something that looked like 
a gun, she could see where it would put the officer in 
danger because the person would shoot in self defense. She 
noted that the expense is another aspect of it; $400 per 
person for eighteen officers. She did not think that is 
something we want to put in our budget, right now, if ever. 
Senator van Wormer also noted that some members of the 
United Faculty had concerns about health problems. If 
someone with a heart condition was shot with a taser that 
could lead to all kinds of problems. And she sees no 
evidence about the crime rate going up as was noted. 
Everything she has seen indicates crime rate is going down. 
In the newspaper the day following the presentation, Cedar 
Falls came out number two in safe communities as far as 
communities in Iowa. 
A straw poll was taken with one senator supporting the 
issue, eight opposing the issue, and four senators neutral 
on the issue of arming the UNI Public Safety Officers with 
tasers. 
Senator Moore noted that she had worked at an institution 
where a public safety officer was shot and killed by a 
fellow public safety officer. Having a taser would prevent 
such an occurrence from happening. But she also noted that 
while we are relatively safe here in Cedar Falls, crime 
rates are going up. 
The Provost thanked the Senate and noted that he will pass 
the results on to the President. 
Chair Power reiterated that this was a straw poll and not a 
formal action by the Senate. 
Old Business 
Consideration of Docketed Items 
703 Emeritus status for Dennis L. Remmert, School of 
Health, 
Physical Education and Leisure Services 
Motion to approve by Senator Herndon; second by Senator 
Kashef. 
Senator Herndon noted that he is a colleague of herOs and he 
has been on campus for a number of years, as a coach, a 
member of the teaching faculty. He has been very supportive 
of the Physical Education program and the entire School. 
Motion passed. 
704 Approve recommendation for name change for the General 
Education Program. 
Motion to approve by Senator Romanin; second by Senator van 
Wormer. 
Scott Cawelti, co-chair of the General Education Committee, 
reported that the committee has talked about this issue 
since January with various names being discussed. The idea 
of a name change was brought to the Senate but the committee 
was requested to come back with a specific name change. The 
committee met November 16, discussed various names and came 
up with the idea of OLiberal Arts Core.6 This was the 
unanimous choice with the committee members because it is 
what we do; it is listed eleven times on page 48 of the 
catalog, Oliberal arts, liberal learning, liberal studies.6 
He stated that it is the older definition of liberal, the 
non-political definition. He noted that Webster6s defines 
liberal as, OThe studies, as language, philosophy, history, 
literature, abstract science, in a college or university 
intended to provide chiefly general knowledge and to develop 
the general intellectual capacities as reason and judgment, 
as opposed to professional or vocational skills.6 He noted 
that that is pretty much what is done at UNI and it goes 
with the nature of change that they are after. They want 
many other changes as well, but this is an early marker that 
we are serious in general education by changing it to 
Liberal Arts Core. 
Beverly Kopper, co-chair of the General Education Committee, 
commented that the committee has talked about this 
extensively and last year there were two major concerns 
voiced by the college senates related to this proposal. One 
was that the committee was proposing, through Liberal Arts 
Core, to eliminate the Personal Wellness course in the 
College of Education. She noted that that was never 
discussed. The other major concern she noted was that by 
changing the name, that that was simply Owindow dressing.6 
Why should the name be changed if that was the only thing 
that was being done? She stated that it is important to 
note that there have been a variety of things going on 
relative to General Education that highlight the fact that 
this is not simply Owindow dressing.6 There was a faculty 
survey on General Education in June 2000, the graduating 
senior survey that includes questions related to General 
Education every May. The students in the Marketing 
Department conducted a student survey asking about General 
Education. They proposed a liberal arts program that the 
name change would be an important and good thing to do in 
terms of the program. There was another committee in July 
2000 that came out with a report that Carol Bodensteiner 
shared along with Darryl Davidson and Lynn Brant, also 
suggesting a name change to follow along with some of the 
recommendations related to the program. There have been 
several Humanities Institutes that have been held, the 
Capstone guidebook, the Capstone Institute, and this year 
the General Education has evaluated, looked at, and 
discussed all the of the category review policies, have 
revised all of the forms and policies connected with that. 
And these are a few of the things that have been done. 
There is a concern that some of the category reviews have 
been lagging. That is a concern that the General Education 
Committee has been dealing with. The Category II final 
report will be looked at by the Committee Friday; Category I 
will hopefully be looked at very soon, and Category III, 
which is due this year, is underway. Also student outcomes 
assessments have been a major part of the General Education 
activities; a General Education subcommittee has been 
established to look at them. That committee has been well 
underway. The student outcomes assessment issue has been 
integrated into all the Category reviews this year. They 
are also looking at new ways to highlight Gen Ed in 
orientation. There are a lot of things that are happening 
and this name change goes along with all of these 
activities, and it is simply more than Owindow dressing.6 
Senator Zaman questioned if the Committee has gone back to 
the College Senates that expressed concerns and have those 
concerns been alleviated. Dr. Kopper replied that the major 
concerns came from the College of Education and the College 
of Business, with the College of Education expressing 
concerns about Personal Wellness being dropped from the 
program. Dr. Cawelti, the Provost and herself went to 
Senate meetings at both Colleges and talked with them about 
their concerns. It was her understanding that the concern 
over the Personal Wellness issue had been alleviated for 
those in the College of Education. They likewise met with 
the College of Business and discussed their concerns. With 
the added information they were able to provide, it was her 
understanding that the people in the College of Business 
understood as to why this proposal was being made. 
Senator Ogbondah noted that during the time that a name 
change was being discussed, Liberal Arts and Sciences was 
used. He questioned how the people in the science 
departments feel about dropping the Sciences portion. Dr. 
Cawelti responded that the classic definition of Liberal 
Arts includes the arts and sciences, and there is no need to 
say both as it would be redundant. Dr. Kopper noted that 
there is a representative from each of the colleges on the 
General Education Committee and the College of Natural 
Sciences representative has not voiced any concerns that he 
is aware of. 
Russ Campbell, Associate Professor, Mathematics, stated that 
last spring, in response to the five suggested name changes 
from the General Education Committee, the College of Natural 
Science Senate found those names unacceptable. They 
recommended Undergraduate Core or Baccalaureate Core, which 
indicates they were not concerned with having the word 
0Sciences6 in there. 
Dr. Kopper noted that in the recent correspondence the 
committee has had with the College of Natural Science 
Senate, they have not voiced any concerns to the Liberal 
Arts Core name. 
Senator Couch Breitbach, the Faculty Senate representative 
on the General Education Committee, noted that the committee 
has spent a great deal of time on this issue. It was her 
feeling that the committee has fulfilled its responsibility 
and it is now up to the Senate to accept the committeeOs 
recommendations. 
Dr. Cawelti stated that he did receive an E-mail 
correspondence from Teresa Hall, chair of the College of 
Natural Science Senate, and noted that she did not indicate 
any concerns. Dr. Campbell noted that the College of 
Natural Science Senate did discuss the issue but felt that 
there was no need to reiterate on their response from last 
spring. 
Senator Kashef questioned if it would be possible to table 
this issue and have the committee bring it back to the 
Senate. Senator Couch Breitbach noted that this issue was 
tabled last spring to address the concerns of the two 
Colleges. Those concerns have been addressed and it is time 
to look at the recommendation of the committee and to 
decide. 
Discussion followed with Dr. Cawelti noting that he had 
heard that there was a potential problem with the College of 
Natural Science so he wrote to Teresa Hall and she responded 
that there were no concerns. 
Senator Romanin noted that the concerns of the College of 
Natural Science were looked at, the Committee made their 
recommendations which, in this case, turned out not to be 
the preference of the College of Natural Science. It is now 
time to ask for a vote on this issue. Second by Senator 
Couch Breitbach. Motion passed to call for a vote with one 
abstention. 
Motion to change the name of the General Education Program 
to Liberal Arts Core passed with one opposed and one 
abstention. 
Senator Ogbondah stated that the General Education Committee 
should be commended for the work that it did on this issue. 
It was also noted that the Committee is now the Liberal Arts 
Core Committee. 
705 Receive report from the Education Policies Commission 
concerning the phraseology in the schedule of classes 
relating to the use of the Final exam period 
Chair Power noted that the Senate will vote only to receive 
the report. 
Russ Campbell, Chair of the Education Policies Commission, 
was present. 
Provost Podolefsky stated that he has met with the Deans and 
instructed them to instruct the Department Heads to visit 
with those faculty that may not be aware of the policy, 
given the large turn over. It is his preference that the 
faculty not give comprehensive exams during the week before 
finals. 
Professor Campbell noted that it was the Commissions feeling 
that changing more that orie word would not accomplish 
anything. In response to a question by Senator Zaman, Dr. 
Campbell noted that a survey was taken, with 22 out of 32 
departments responding. Statistically, there are activities 
being carried out by the majority of the departments during 
final exam week. 
The Provost noted that he believed that the problem was in 
the individual cases where the abuse occurs. 
The phrase Oit is expected that class will meet ... 6 will be 
chan$ed to OClass shall meet ... 6, dropping Oit is expected 
thatO. 
Discussion followed. 
Motion to receive the report by Senator Romanin; second by 
Senator Zaman. Motion passed. 
Motion to adjourn by Senator Zaman; second by Senator 
Varzavand. 
Meeting adjourned at 4:01p.m. 
Submitted by 
Dena Snowden, Faculty Senate Secretary 
